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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 00259 210559Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CPR-01 NSC-05 PA-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
PRS-01 /050W 

210603Z 123518/20 

R 210528Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6581 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 0259 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: PPDC, PSDC, CE 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER'S CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES TO PRESIDENT AND 
SECRETARY 

1 . GOVERNMENT PRESS REPORTS JAN .20 FOLLOWING TEXT OF 
MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER SIRIMAVO BAND ARAN AIKE TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER: QUOTE: PLEASE ACCEPT MY WARM AND SINCERE 
FELICITATIONS ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR ASSUMPTION OF THE HIGH 
OFFICE OF PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. PARA. 

I WISH TO EXPRESS MY RENEWED CONVICTION THAT THE WARM AND 
CORDIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WILL CONTINUE 
TO GROW IN THE COMING YEARS DURING YOUR TERM OF OFFICE. 

PARA. WITH SINCERE PERSONAL REGARDS TO YOU AND MRS. CARTER. 
UNQUOTE. 

2. AT THE SAME TIME MRS. BANDARANAIKE, WHO IS ALSO HER 
COUNTRY'S FOREIGN MINISTER, IS REPORTED TO HAVE SENT 
FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO SECRETARY VANCE: QUOTE: ON YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY OXMQGGUE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, I WISH TO CONVEY TO YOU SINCEREST 
FELICITATIONS FROM ME PERSONALLY, AND FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF SRI LANKA. I WISH YOU ALL 
SUCCESS IN YOUR NEW OFFICE, AND I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT 

THE FRIENDSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING ALREADY EXISTING 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WILL BE FURTHER STRENGTHENED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 00259 2 10559Z 

DURING YOUR TERM OF OFFICE. END QUOTE. 
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